90        LIFE   IN   ENGLISH   LITERATURE

contemporaries. In 1593, he was summoned to appear
before the Privy Council on a charge of blasphemy,
but did not live to stand his trial. When he died,
stabbed during some quarrel in a public house, there
were many who pointed the moral, and regarded his
death as a judgment upon him for his blasphemies.
What has been apparent ever since was that a drunken
serving-man's dagger cut short the career of one of the
finest of English poets, whose bare ten years of work
have enabled him to take his place without any
handicap for his youth, or any extra allowance for his
promise, but on the sheer merit of what he actually
accomplished.

His first play, Tamburlaine the Great, showed at once
the bent of his " aspiring mind." Marlowe was fasci-
nated by the idea of power. In Tamburlaine it is-'
temporal power, the power of a conqueror. In The Jew
of Malta, it is the power of richesMn The Tragedy of
Doctor Faustus^ his greatest play, it is occult power :
the power which Satan offered Our Lord upon the
mountain top. Faustus sells his soul to the powers of
evil in return for a period of absolute power on Earth.
It is significant that the first thing he does is to
question Mephistophelis about the secrets of the
universe. Intellectual curiosity came first: pleasures
afterwards.

Tamburlaine expresses the desire for power in its
crudest form.

TAMBURLAINE : Is it not passing brave to be a king,
And ride in triumph through Persepholis ?